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C o n n e X i o n  

By Bill MacLeod, Executive Director 

 
I recently had the 
joyful privilege of 
walking my daughter 
down the aisle on her 
wedding day.  

This was a big 
change for her, a big 
change for our family 

and an emotional reminder to me that 
there is nothing more constant in our 
lives than change.  

Each day, news reports remind us that 
our world is in flux. As change swirls 
around us, itôs wonderful to be able to 
declare with the writer of Hebrews that 
only Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever!  

Mission ConneXion is experiencing 
some changes these days as well: 

¶ Weôre now offering our newsletter in 
an updated layout as a PDF version.  

¶ In upcoming newsletters, weôll 
spotlight those who partner with 
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Samiôs Story 

My journey to America began 16 years ago. I spoke no English 
and had only 25 cents to begin life in a new country with my 
wife and two daughters. For 30 years, my life as a Muslim was 
full of questions and hardships during my years in the Iraqi 
Public Guard and Peshmerga. Here is an article that tells my 
testimony. 
 
I had no idea a year after living in America, God would 
speak to me.  
 

I became a Christian and moved 
from Houston to Portland to be 
closer to family. I attended my 
first Mission ConneXion in 
Vancouver, WA in 2003, where I 
met Bill MacLeod.  Then, at the 
2015 Mission ConneXion 
Northwest in Beaverton, Bill 
introduced me to Michael 
McDonald, Pastor of Hear the 
Cry. They both have been a great 
blessing to me. Since then, I have 
served on three mission trips with 

Hear the Cry to North Iraq to pray and help people who had 
fled ISIS.  

Sami, Michael McDonald & Bob Goff MCNW Jan 2016 

Bill & Sami at MCNW 2016 
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Weôd like to receive some 

feedback from you.  

Do you like this new 

newsletter layout? 

Yo u r  

Answer here. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A8&version=ESV
http://oregonfaithreport.com/2016/01/from-sadams-elite-soldier-to-christian-aid-worker/
http://www.hearthecry.org/
http://www.hearthecry.org/
http://goo.gl/forms/rwwVgKm04CK72tHC2


Upcoming Conne Xion Event: Student Conne Xion  

Student ConneXion is a call that 
will capture the imagination and 
the heart of the student who 
loves the Lord and goes to 
church, but who may have never 
have actualized their faith in 
Christ by embracing 
the CHALLENGE to give his or 
her life fully to the cause of the 
gospel.  
Itôs a place where students will be 
challenged to go far beyond 
anything their iPhones, XBoxes, 

girlfriends, boyfriends, sports, 
clubs or even their college plans 
could offer them!   
 
It is NOT a youth event that 
is based around catchy 
speakers, exciting bands, 
and baseless emotional 
appeals.  
 
INSTEAD Student ConneXion 
will sponsor events that 
will CHALLENGE students to live 
an Acts 1:8 lifestyle by: 
 
DISCUSSING the spiritual 
needs of the world around us 
(Romans 3:23); 
 
EDUCATING students in how 
God uses missions to meet these 
spiritual needs (Acts 13-28); 
 
CONNECTING students to the 

countless ways/opportunities in 
which they can actively participate 
in the mission field throughout the 
world today (Matthew 28:16-20); 
and 
 
KNOWING that God uses 
discipleship as the means of 
getting You(th) on mission for Him 
(Matthew 4:19-20) 
 
éor as we like to call it: D.E.C.K. 

Getting Students on D.E.C.K.  

Go to 

StudentConneXion.org 

 for more information, to 

register for this FREE 

event, to donate toward 

it, or to apply as an 

exhibitor. 

Students from Westside School of Mission,  
Theology, & Worship at MCNW 2016 

http://studentconnexion.org/
http://www.studentconnexion.org


Samiôs ConneXion: 

 

I feel God has called 

me to continue 

helping refugees. I 

am now part of a 

team that helps to 

coordinate a project 

that provides 

financial assistance 

for the installation of 

water wells where 

people are in 

desperate need of 

clean water.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hear the Cry has 

been a tremendous 

source of support 

and guidance in this 

new project called 

Water of Life. The 

first water well was 

installed during my 

last trip to north Iraq, 

May 2, 2016.  

 

My team and I are 

praying God will open 

doors for 10 more 

wells to be placed in 

Iraq and one in 

Uganda.  

 
As I have grown in my faith, I have realized how Mission 

ConneXion has been a huge part of my story ï learning about 

missions and what it means to trust Jesus. Specifically, my life has 

been impacted by three speakers that have been at MCNW: Ravi 

Zacharias, Luis Palau, and Bob Goff.  

 

I encourage everyone to attend a Mission ConneXion event at least 

once to become more informed about the great work being done to 

serve others in the name of Jesus through many different ministries. 

 

Each year there are different speakers, and I appreciate the diversity. I 

feel Mission ConneXion brings joy to the whole city and has taught me 

how to build the bridge to connect with people and share the love of 

Christ. When people see my life and meet me, I want to reflect Jesus. 

I am learning that serving Jesus is not only 

about sharing the Gospel. There is a 

relational aspect to sharing the love of Christ.  

 

I want to say thank you to all the volunteers 

and leaders that take the time and effort to 

coordinate such an enriching event that 

touches many lives! 
 

This article represents the true story of Sami Hassan and was written by 
Jazmen Draper. 
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Sami (contôd) 

Since 1974é 

Since 1974 Perspectives has 

been changing lives. Over 

100,000 in the U.S.A. and 

130,000 worldwide have taken 

the course. 

 

Perspectives is a 15 week life 

and learning opportunity that 

will change the way you view 

the world around you.  In it, 

you will have your eyes 

opened to the heart and 

purpose of God, and how you 

can take part in His work all 

over the world... from the 

urban streets of America to the 

paved or dusty terrains of 

distant lands.  

 

Each week a combination of 

international missiologists and 

instructors will challenge and 

inspire you with their personal 

experiences of just how big 

God is, and how much He 

desires that all might come to  

know Him.              

 

Partner Ministry Highlight : 
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http://www.hearthecry.org/projects/?fundraiser=iraq-water-well
http://www.hearthecry.org/projects/?fundraiser=uganda-water-well



