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C O N N E X I O N  

By Bill MacLeod, Executive Director 

 
The theme for Mission ConneXion Northwest 2017 is ñWho Is 

Able?ò and our guest plenary speakers understand what it 

means to feel inadequate as they considered (and consider) 

the ministry God laid before them. One of those guest 

speakers is Joni Eareckson Tada. As we look toward January 

and MCNW17, we asked Joni to share what this theme means 

to her.  

(Bill): Before becoming a follower of Jesus, what did you 
believe you were or would be "able" to do with your life? 
(Did you ever feel you were NOT "able", or "suit"-able for 
ministry?)  

(Joni): Before the diving accident in which I became paralyzed, I leaned 
heavily on my natural abilities ï whether on the athletic field, or in the classroom. 
Because I was somewhat gifted with grades and in sports, I lived life on 
'automatic,' bumping into circumstances and responding without giving it much 
thought. I thought I'd probably become a physical therapist or a Phys Ed teacher ï 
I really didn't see my abilities as gifts given by God to invest in His kingdom. To be 
honest, my natural gifts were 'blinding' me to the need to rely on God My diving 
accident changed all that. Suddenly, my natural gifts were scaled back 
dramatically, and I was forced to run to God for help and guidance about my 
future. I learned from that experience never to rely on my natural giftedness when 
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Volunteers  Neede d for  MCNW17  
Weôre forming our volunteer teams now!  We need your help to make this event a success! 

¶ Program Distribution 
 (occurs before MCNW17) 
¶ Parking & Safety 
¶ Door Greeters 
¶ Registrars 
¶ Workshop Assistants 
¶ Ushers 
¶ Gophers 
¶ Photo & Social Media 
¶ On-Site Prayer Team 

 
If you are interested in 
volunteering to help make 
MCNW17 a success,  
please sign up at 

MissionConneXion.com or 
through this link.  

http://www.missionconnexion.com
http://www.joniandfriends.org/
http://missionconnexion.com/volunteer/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdd6sZDh3zy2k-tNjLNBcvc2_E3L2xF30pYyIh7v2S0MtweFw/viewform?c=0&w=1


Weôve been highlighting partner agencies who will be joining us at MCNW17, but as our 

list grows, our space does not. So far, we have over 63 exhibitors already registered! 

Here are a few highlights for the month of November, and we will share more in 

December: 

Par tner  Min istry  H ighl ights:  

Capernwray Harbour Bible Centre - For over 30 years Capernwray Harbour Bible 

Centre has had students from 10 to 15 countries receiving Bible training. Outdoor and 

indoor facilities are completely different venues of "classroom" used for teaching and 

training young and old alike to be involved in "full time Christian 

service...REGARDLESS of occupation!"   

Corban University - Corban is a gospel-driven community of scholars and leaders who 

seek to bring a biblical perspective to all areas of study and practice. They offer deep 

scriptural rooting to students while training them for any of a wide variety of professionsð

from education to business and from counseling to political science.  

Open Arms International - Open Arms aims to transform Africa one life at a 

time. The organization provides relief from physical, emotional, and spiritual 

suffering through medical expertise, education, and Christian ministry. 

TEAM International - The Evangelical Alliance Mission is a global missions agency that 

partners with the local church to send missionaries and establish reproducing churches 

among the nations, going where the most people have the most need and proclaiming 

the gospel in both word and action.  

Teen Missions International - The goal of Teen Missions is to awaken 

teenagers to the needs in missions, acquaint them with the reality of life on the 

mission field and give them an opportunity to serve the Lord through work 

projects and evangelism.   

Global Radio Outreach - Global Radio Outreach/E-Mission to Islam reaches 

Muslims in 59 countries by radio, satellite, the Internet and cellular phones. 

Their long-range goal is to use those Internet stations to stream the Gospel to 

radio stations and satellite stations poised to reach Muslims wherever they live.  

Perspectives is a 15 week life and learning opportunity that will 

change the way you view the world around you.  In it, you will have 

your eyes opened to the heart and purpose of God, and how you can 

take part in His work all over the world... from the urban streets of 

America to the paved or dusty terrains of distant lands.  

Visi t  Perspect ives.org for  a  complete l is t ing of  c lasses coming in the Spring!  

# w h o i s a b l e  

http://capernwray.ca/
https://www.corban.edu/
http://www.openarmsinternational.org/
https://team.org/
https://www.teenmissions.org/
http://www.globalradiooutreach.org/
http://www.perspectives.org
http://www.perspectives.org/


Workshop 

Tracks 2017  
 

Apologetics 

Bibleless People 

Buddhism 

Business as Mission 

Children’s Global Fair 

Cults 

Current Issues in Mission 

Disability Ministry 

Effective Evangelism 

Healthcare in Mission 

Islam 

Missionary Care 

Mobilizing Your Church 

for Mission 

Nations at Your Doorstep  

Orality 

Persecution of the 

Church 

Prayer and Spiritual 

Warfare 

Preparing to Serve in 

Mission 

Refugee Response 

Short-Term Mission 

Soul Care Ministry 

What’s Trending? 

Women in Mission 

The Childrenõs Global Fair is an interactive 
environment designed to challenge children in 

their missions education through the use of 
games, art, and learning activities. Created 

for elementary-age students, the Global Fair 
is a fun place where children can be 
introduced to missions concepts in thought-

provoking ways under parental supervision. 

Learning topics range from easy introductive 
vocabulary such as òcultureó to high level 
concepts challenging children to think deeply 

about intercessory prayer. Patterns and 
instructions for learning centers will be 

available for no cost along with resource lists 
that will empower not only your own personal 
family ministry, but your churchõs childrenõs 

ministry as well.  These simple, reproducible 
activities can be adopted or adapted to your 

churchõs specific ministry needs.  

We recommend families plan on spending 

about an hour to go through the Global Fair 
together. 

Global Fair Hours:   
Saturday, January 21 
11:00am ð 2:30pm and  
4:30pm ð 6:30pm 

Childrenõs Global Fair 
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What if you couldnôt own a Bible? 
#MCNWSECRETCHURCH 



it came to ministry. Every decision, every kingdom 
initiative requires that I lean heavily on the Lord for 
his help!  

(Bill): How did following Christ change how you 
viewed yourself and this question?  

(Joni): Because of my quadriplegia, I am 
naturally not very "able" at all. The limitations of my 
disability are so confining, so cut-and-dry that I am 
required to daily go to God for his help and 
guidance. Galatians 2:20 describes it very aptly, "It 
is not I who live, but Christ who lives in me. The life I 
now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God 
who gave himself for me." So I hope you can see 
how my disability is a huge blessing in terms of my 
ministry.  

(Bill):  As the Lord directed you toward your 
current ministry, how "able" or prepared did you 
feel you were, given your experience, expertise, 
and calling?  

(Joni):  My calling is to make Christ known 
among those who suffer, most especially people 
with disabilities around the world. For the 17 years I 

#WHOISABLE– Joni (Cont’d) 

Return to page 1 

M i s s i o n  C o n n e X i o n :  C o n n e c t i n g  G o d ’s  p e o p l e  t o  m i s s i o n .  

was healthy and active, disability was completely 
unknown to me. I could not have cared less about 
people in wheelchairs, the blind, or those with 
mental disabilities. But my diving accident, again, 
changed everything. God was calling me to 
become an international advocate for persons with 
disabilities ï all I knew was, it wouldn't be by my 
strength, but by God's. And now, I absolutely love 
serving among special-needs families. But it's all by 
God's design and enablement. 

(Bill): What counsel would you give new, 
especially young, Christians starting out about 
how they should view their "ability" to fulfill 
God's will and call on their lives?  

(Joni): It's important to have a good 
assessment of your natural gifts; and it's important 
to ask God how he might use your natural abilities 
to further his kingdom through your calling. But 
remember, natural giftedness CAN be a detriment 
to spiritual service ï for when we rely on our own 
abilities for success, there is no grace available for 
our efforts. God only lavishes his grace on those 
who need him. 

Mission ConneXion 2017 

January 20-21 

Sunset Presbyterian Church, Portland, Oregon 
Registration for MCNW17 is now open and there are plenty of openings for volunteers! 

Interested in volunteering? Sign up here. 

#whoisable 

Contact  Miss ion ConneXion  

Like, subscribe, and share us on the web: 

 

Your tax deductible donation to Mission ConneXion allows us to 

continue to bring high quality education and networking 

opportunities  to our January conference. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mission-connexion-northwest-2017-tickets-27184871683
http://missionconnexion.com/volunteer/
http://missionconnexion.com
https://www.facebook.com/MissionConneXion/
http://www.youtube.com/user/missionconnexion
https://www.sagepayments.net/sagenonprofit/shopping_cart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=973142937433
https://twitter.com/missionconnxion

