
IS EASTER MEANINGLESS?  

By Bill MacLeod, Executive Director 
 

When Jesus told His disciples to ñgo and make disciples of all nationsò in Matthew 28:19, he was referring to 
all ethnic groups or people groups, rather than geopolitical populations. A people group is essentially a 
collection of individuals who have a common sense of history, language, beliefs, and identity.  
 
For how many of these groups is Easter meaningless?  
 
Today, 42% of the worldôs population 
is considered ñunreachedò or 
ñunengagedò and would NOT be 
familiar with the Story of Jesus - that 
God became a man; who proclaimed 
the love of God; was rewarded by 
being put to death and placed in a 
tomb; that He came back to life in 
three days, and that He now offers 
forgiveness, hope, and life over death 
for those who choose to follow Him.  
For 42% of the worldôs population, 
Easter IS meaningless. 
 
I remember teaching a college class 
in my church years ago and I asked 
ñWhat is the Great Commission?ò A 
zealous business student jokingly 
replied, ñabout 25%ò! 
 
We all laughed because most everyone in the class knew what I was asking. But so many today would not 
even understand the question, even if you explained it! The five unengaged people groups today (referred to 
as ñUPGôsò) include Tribals, Hindus, Chinese, Muslims, and Buddhists. Many of these groups live not only in 
far-away places that you cannot even pronounce, but many are our neighbors who study in our schools, and 
work for the Nikeôs, Intelôs and employers we do. 
 
At Mission ConneXion we are pleased to be able to engage the Great Commission Jesus left us with by 
connecting Godôs people to mission through our partnerships with churches and mission organizations. One of 
those agencies is New Tribes Mission (NTM). Watch Paiye of the Moi tribe in Papua, who was reached by 
NTM missionaries, tell the Easter story in his own words.   
 
There is no doubt when you watch Paiye that even without understanding his language, you can clearly 
understand his heart, and the life change he is experiencing!  
 
I can get just as animated over what Jesus has done in my life, and I also rejoice that, in a small way, we get 
to be involved, through equipping opportunities like Muslim, Prayer, and Student ConneXion events, in 
making Easter Meaningful among those here and far-off - for whom Jesus is still a mystery!  

Mission ConneXion exists to connect local churches and individuals to mission so that increasing 

numbers of believers are actively serving in areas of the worldôs greatest need and opportunity.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+28%3A19&version=NIV
http://www.thetravelingteam.org/stats/
https://usa.ntm.org/
https://usa.ntm.org/mission-videos-and-mission-photos/the-easter-story
http://missionconnexion.com/muslim-connexion/
http://missionconnexion.com/prayer-connexion/
http://studentconnexion.org/


#TBTuesday:  Pray ing Without  Borders  

By Wendy Morgan 

(This article originally appeared in May 

2016, as Wendy and Mission 

ConneXion looked forward to its first 

ever Prayer ConneXion.) 

My story here is simple 

because, well, itôs just 

one piece of my story.   

It was just a few years 

ago that I was attending 

Crossroads 

Community Church 

and Mission ConneXion 

Northwest was soon to 

be held there.  I was 

asked by Crossroads to 

serve as the lead registration volunteer.  Now, I 

was still pretty new to the area and had never 

heard of this organization, but I said yes; and by 

the end of the event, a ñconnexionò had been 

made!  I was asked to do the same for Mission 

ConneXion.   

My attendance was sporadic at first.  Looking back, 

I suppose I came when I believed I was needed; 

but over time, I wanted to be there, wanted to be a 

part of this amazing organization.  It was a time and 

place where, regardless of the business at hand, 

the focus was always God first.  We opened in 

Scripture and prayer, we discussed needs and 

progress, we prayed often during the meetings as 

more difficult subjects emerged, and always 

concluded in prayer.  There was no need that was 

not met through prayer.   

Eventually, the need for a new minute keeper 

arose; again, I was asked to step in.  I gladly said 

yes as this would definitely keep me coming.  God 

even gave me a job that allowed me to take the 

time to attend in the middle of the work day.  Funny 

thing, too, about taking notes – you pick up on a lot 

more details.  So, when it was mentioned that 

Mission ConneXion was planning a Prayer and 

Spiritual Warfare ConneXion for 2016, there I was 

taking notes, writing down the name of the 

speakers, where they were from, what their stories 

were, why they were selected.   

You see, God had slowly been working on my 

heart in the area of prayer specifically.  I was sadly 

like many believers who believed we should pray, 

did pray some, but never truly grasped the depth of 

what prayer is - the power of and partnership with 

God Almighty.  This was something I knew was 

missing from my walk with the Lord.  So, I looked 

up the speakers and ordered No Easy Road by 

Dick Eastman. 

This was about the same time that the movie War 

Room was playing in local theaters.  The message 

was clear - prayer is a powerful weapon and we 

must pray (Iôm afraid my cup of coffee would have 

been lukewarm, too)!  So, my husband and I 

emptied a closet, 

literally, and made 

our war room.  About 

that time, the book 

arrived and we began 

reading and learning 

and, most 

importantly, praying.  

I am thankful for the 

connection God gave 

me simply by saying 

ñYes, Iôll serve,ò but 

there are not words 

enough to portray my gratitude to our Savior for 

bringing me to my knees and closer to His heart.  

Oh, the joy inexplicable!   And my journey has only 

just beguné 

Editorôs Note: Wendy has since served as our 

Registration Coordinator and now serves as 

the organizationôs Volunteer Coordinator for 

the Mission ConneXion Northwest event. She 

will be one of the workshop instructors at this 

yearôs Prayer ConneXion. Next month: Read 

Wendyôs recap of Prayer ConneXion 2016, and 

learn how this conference impacted her and her 

prayer life. 

http://crossroadschurch.net/
http://crossroadschurch.net/
https://www.amazon.com/No-Easy-Road-Discover-Extraordinary/dp/0800793366
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_Room_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_Room_(film)
http://missionconnexion.com/prayer-connexion/


You want your prayers to connect with Godé 

You want to connect with God more through your prayersé  

And you want your prayers to connect with the mission of God.  

Three plenary sessions with two powerful speakers:  

Dr. Jason Hubbard, Founder & Director of Light of the World Prayer Center 

Dominic Done, Lead/Teaching Pastor at Westside A Jesus Church 

 

Eight workshop sessions with very practical leaders. 

As much time devoted to praying as talking. 

 

Early Bird and Group discounts are still available.  

 

Go to www.MissionConneXion.com/prayer-connexion for more info and to register. 

ñIf missions languish, it is because the whole life of godliness is feeble. The command to go 

everywhere and preach to everybody is not obeyed until the will is lost by self-surrender in the will of 

God. Living, praying, giving and going will always be found together.ò  ~A.T.Pierson 

http://lowpc.org/
https://westsideajc.org/
http://www.MissionConneXion.com/prayer-connexion
http://christian-quotes.ochristian.com/A.T.-Pierson-Quotes/


Look What Jesus Has Done 

Contact Mission ConneXion 

Like, subscribe, and share us on 
the web: 

 

 

Your tax deductible donation to 

Mission ConneXion allows us to 

continue to bring high quality 

education and networking 

opportunities  to our January 

conference. 

The little boy was only eight when he announced to his parentsô 

friend Wally, ñI love Jesus and want to serve God overseas 

someday.ò During the next ten years or so, Wally prayed for him 

as he watched him grow up. When this young man later applied 

with a mission agency to go to Mali, Wally told him, ñItôs about 

time! When I heard what you wanted to do, I invested some 

money and have been saving it for you, waiting for this exciting 

news.ò Wally has a heart for others and for getting Godôs good 

news to people. 

Jesus and His disciples needed financial support as they traveled from one town and village to another, 

telling the good news of His kingdom (Luke 8:1ï3). A group of women who had been 

cured of evil spirits and diseases helped to support them ñout of their own meansò (v. 3). 

One was Mary Magdalene, who had been freed from the presence of seven demons. 

Another was Joanna, the wife of an official in Herodôs court. Nothing is known about 

Susanna and ñmany othersò (v. 3), but we know that Jesus had met their spiritual 

needs. Now they were helping Him and His disciples through giving their financial 

resources. 

When we consider what Jesus has done 

for us, His heart for others becomes our 

own. Letôs ask God how He wants to use 

us. 

How might you be a part of getting the 

good news of salvation  to people in your 

neighborhood and around the world?  

Reprinted from Our Daily Bread, February 12, 2017. 

Tell someone the 

story of what 

Jesus has done 

for you. 

www.freefoto.com 

http://missionconnexion.com/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/MissionConneXion/
http://www.youtube.com/user/missionconnexion
https://www.sagepayments.net/sagenonprofit/shopping_cart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=973142937433
https://twitter.com/missionconnxion
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+8%3A1-3&version=NIV
https://odb.org/2017/02/12/look-what-jesus-has-done/

