
THE POWER OF COMBINED FORCE 

 
By Bill MacLeod, Executive Director  

When forces act in the same direction, they combine to make a bigger force. When they act in opposite 

directions, they can cancel one another out. If forces combine to make an overall force in one direction, 

the object moves in that direction. 

Launching Mission ConneXion in 2001 presented an opportunity to discover what could happen if we 

combined forces among like-minded church-mission leaders in the greater Portland-Vancouver area. It 

continues that way today, 17 years later. While it may not always be the best or only way to operate, we 

have, with the Lordôs help and an army of volunteers, been able to demonstrate how much can be 

accomplished on little, (including 1.5 paid staff), through the power of combined force.   

Much of what I have learned about partnership, i.e. locking arms and linking with other ministries for the 

success of all, I learned personally from Luis Palau in my almost 40-year relationship with the Luis Palau 

Association (LPA).  It has been our privilege for Mission ConneXion to office out of their headquarters 

since 2007, and to reap the benefits of mutual collaboration, for the sake of the gospel! 

Appropriately, for continued Kingdom-advance, the Palau Association recently developed The Palau 

LinkCenter in order to take the power of combined force to a new, intentional levelé   

 ñPalau LinkCenter is a collaboration center for like-minded nonprofits to share space and   

 resources to spread the Good News and have greater Kingdom impact.ò 

We are excited to be on the ñground floorò of this new LPA endeavor and want to welcome you to an 

Open House Event on Thursday afternoon, June 28, from 4:00 to 6:30pm. At that time you will be 

able to visit not only the newly-renovated LPA headquarters, but also meet representatives of some of 

the other ministry tenants like: Compassion First, Firm Foundation in Christ Ministries, Jose Zayas 

Ministries, Mike Silva Ministries, Public Safety Chaplaincy, Saint Child, Transitional Youth, and 

visionSynergy. 

I believe that by being a part of this new Link Center, the Lord will help Mission ConneXion to combine 

forces to better fulfill our calling to connect local churches and individuals to mission, so that increasing 

numbers of believers are actively serving in areas of the worldôs greatest need and opportunity.  

June 2018 

http://www.palau.org/
http://www.palau.org/
http://www.palaulinkcenter.org/
http://www.palaulinkcenter.org/
https://compassionfirst.org/
http://www.fficm.org/
http://www.josezayas.org/
http://www.josezayas.org/
http://www.mikesilva.org/
http://www.publicsafetychaplaincy.com/
http://www.saintchild.org/
https://transitionalyouth.org/
http://visionsynergy.net/


Our purpose is to CHALLENGE students, ages 10-20, to give their life for a CAUSE that is greater than 

anything they may have previously thought of or imagined.  The CAUSE is the proclamation of the gospel 

of JESUS CHRIST to the whole world. We are intentionally seeking out students who are ready to go far 

beyond anything their iPhones, XBoxes, girlfriends, boyfriends, sports, clubs or even their college plans 

could ever offer them!  The CHALLENGE is for students to live an Acts 1:8 lifestyle.  

 

Student ConneXion - November 2-3, 2018 

Student ConneXion will sponsor events that will CHALLENGE students to live an Acts 1:8 lifestyle by: 

1. DISCUSSING the spiritual needs of the world around us (Romans 3:23) 

2. EDUCATING students in how God uses missions to meet these spiritual needs (Acts 13-28) 

3. CONNECTING students to the countless ways/opportunities in which they can actively participate in 

   the mission field throughout the world today (Matthew 28:16-20) 

4. KNOWING that God uses discipleship as the means of getting You(th) on mission for Him (Matthew 

   4:19-20) 

éor as we like to call it: D.E.C.K. 

 

Find out more information and register at StudentConneXion.org! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/student-connexion-created-for-change-mission-conference-tickets-42340392253


Always a Missionary: From Oregon to Okinawa and Back Again 
A message from our friends at Urbana 

Twenty-three-year-old Reyburn McCready sat on a bench in the train station, waiting for a cancellation on one of 

the many trains gusting through. The stationðlike most of the country in the days after World War IIðhummed 

with a sense of certainty, purpose. 

Reyburn watched it all a little uncertainly. Having served as a medic in the Marine Corps during the war, he was still 

trying to get used to life back home in Corvallis, Oregon. Right now, he was working as a bricklayer till he figured 

things out. 

But after seeing an ad for a missions conference called Urbana 48 in HIS, InterVarsityôs magazine, things had 

become a little more clear. ñI wanted to hear what it was all about,ò Reyburn said matter-of-factly. 

After several hours of waiting, a station clerk waved him over, looking a little surprised. A spot had just opened up 

on the train. And so Reyburn began the nearly weeklong trip to Urbana, Illinois, that would change his life. 

Becoming Willing 

ñI knew for a very long while God wanted me to be a missionary,ò Reyburn said. ñI was unwilling though.ò As he 

experienced Urbana 48 and heard more about what it really means to be a missionary, his attitude began to 

change. Drastically. 

ñI came away from Urbana having decided I would be willing to serve as a missionary,ò he said. 

Shortly after returning home to Oregon, Reyburn found himself back on the train heading to John Brown University 

in Arkansas. During the long ride, he got to know a number of the other passengers and began sharing how he was 

going back to college, having changed his major from studying the arts to biblical literature. One night the others 

gathered around him, listening as he shared his testimony till the early morning hours. 

Reyburnôs plans for ministry continued to develop as he arrived at school, met his future wife, Doris, and graduated. 

Not long after, they partnered with the Far Eastern Gospel Crusade (now SEND International) and were on their way 

to Okinawa, where heôd served as a marine. 

While raising two boys, the couple settled to work learning Japanese. But Reyburn soon developed chronic fatigue 

syndrome, a condition that forced him to stay in bed most of the time. 

This didnôt stop God from using the couple, however. One day a Japanese friend came to visit. After a few minutesô 

conversation, he broke down, crying openly, and shared that one of his relatives had just passed away. He feared 

her newborn wouldnôt survive either. As soon as Dorisðwho had trained as a nurseð heard, she said firmly, ñI want 

that baby.ò 

Approaching the babyôs father, they arranged to take care of the child. ñHeôs probably a grandfather now,ò Reyburn 

said. ñMy wife saved his life. I still pray for him, and my wife did too as long as she lived.ò 

Influencing Generations 

After four years of struggling with chronic fatigue, Reyburn realized he couldnôt stay in Okinawa any longer. ñIt was 

very difficult,ò he said. ñI knew nobody would send me back as a missionary. But I had no choice. They had to carry 

me on the airplane on a stretcher.ò 

Moving back to Oregon, Reyburn earned his masterôs degree and became a librarian at the University of Oregon. He 

was part of the group of faculty who started an InterVarsity chapter at the university and was a sponsor for most of 

his career from 1961 to 1984. He and his family would often invite students over to the house for dinner and special 

events. 

This gave him the chance to return to Urbana, which had grown from a 

gathering of 2,000 people to over 17,000. ñI had no idea that it would grow 

that big,ò Reyburn said. ñI just knew it was a good thing when I went, and 

it had gotten even better.ò 

Since going to Urbana 70 years ago, Reyburn has continued to serve in 

Godôs mission. ñI still consider myself a missionary,ò he said. ñThe people 

here in my assisted living center need to hear the gospel too.ò 

He also has faithfully encouraged others, including one of his sons, to go to 

Urbana. ñUrbana changed my life completely,ò he said. ñIt will change other 

peopleôs lives, too, for the better.ò 

https://urbana.org/blog/always-missionary-oregon-okinawa-and-back-again
https://www.send.org/about/history
https://urbana.org/


Have questions or suggestions? 

Contact Mission ConneXion.         

 Like, share, and subscribe online 

Mission ConneXion is proud to be a 
member of ECFA. Your tax 
deductible donation to Mission 
ConneXion allows us to 
continue to bring high 
quality education and 
networking opportunities 
to all of our events.   

Mission ConneXion exists to connect local churches and individuals to mission so that increasing numbers 

of believers are actively serving in areas of the worldôs greatest need and opportunity.  

Upcoming Events You Don’t Want to Miss! 

 

 

 

Eugene CityFest with Andrew Palau, July 28, 2018, at PK Park, Eugene 

CityFest with Andrew Palau is a region-wide evangelistic campaign focused on serving the city and  

proclaiming the Good News. It came about as a result of years of prayer and planning by hundreds of 

leaders from the faith, business, and civic communities in Eugene, Springfield, and the surrounding val-

ley. The vision is to see the Christian community come together in unity, service, and proclamation - 

showing the community at-large the joy, peace, love, and grace of Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

Franklin Graham Portland Event on August 5 at 7:30 at Clackamas County Fairgrounds, Canby 

From August 1ð13, Franklin Graham plans to hold a series of one-day prayer and evangelism events 

across Washington and Oregon. Franklin will present the Gospel of Jesus Christ at each event, calling the 

lost to repentance and faithðand praying together with believers for their families, churches, communi-

ties, and those far from God. Each stop on the 7-city tour will also feature live music from Jeremy Camp 

or The Afters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jose Zayas Good News Today Outreach on Sunday, August 12, at Hillsboro Stadium  

Good News Today is a free event sponsored by area churches, businesses, and individuals 

who want to help bring our community together to share the love of Jesus. Recording artists 

Lecrae, Phil Wickham, and Hollyn will be there, too! 

http://missionconnexion.com/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/MissionConneXion/
http://www.youtube.com/user/missionconnexion
https://twitter.com/missionconnxion
https://www.sagepayments.net/sagenonprofit/shopping_cart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=973142937433
http://www.cityfest.org/about-1
https://pnw.billygraham.org/events/
https://cnnw.com/evangelist-zayas-to-hold-outreach-this-summer-in-hillsboro/

