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A friend of mine was leading a group of VIPsô around the premises of a national corporation. When they 
got to an area where many of the key decisions are made, my friend, inspired in the moment said, ñLetôs 
take a selfie!ò As he gathered the group together, he called out to an employee carrying some boxes 
nearby asking if he would take the picture. As the gentleman put down what he was carrying, and the 
group pulled together for the shot, one of the VIPôs whispered in my friendôs ear: ñAh, thatôs the CEO of 
this company!ò My friend profusely apologized and (much later) they all had a good laugh!  
 
Introductions take all forms, some planned and others unexpected.  Here are some introductions that we 
want to make sure to get right the first time, that we are very excited abouté 

Crystal McGowen joined us this summer as our new, part-time, Executive Ad-

ministrative Assistant ï Event Coordinator. She and her husband served as foreign 

missionaries; theyôve done business as mission overseas, and she also served as an 

executive administrative assistant for a non-profit, peacemaking organization. Donôt 

miss my interview with her in this newsletter edition!  

Fawn Stephens enthusiastically accepted the role of Exhibitor Coordinator 
which she was somewhat familiar with since she has exhibited with their organiza-
tion, Helimission International, in the past. She and her husband and two children 
returned from Indonesia about eighteen months ago and since Mission ConneXion 
figured largely in their call and preparation for that, she looked for ways to serve. 
She volunteered in the office this spring and summer as we searched for a new 
administrative assistant. We are so glad to have her on the team ï as she works 
to increase the number of exhibit spaces to 95 this year! If your organization 
would like to exhibit, please contact Fawn here. 

Meaghan Hartman returns as our Workshop Coordinator for the 5th 
consecutive year. We appreciate her diligence along with her husband Tim, as 
they are also fully-supported missionaries with Send International and bring a 
wealth of practical knowledge and experience to this critical role. The 25 
Workshop Tracks and Leaders have been confirmed for some time; session 
presenters are almost completed, but workshop proposals may be made here. 

Wendy Morgan returns as our Volunteer Coordinator, having been 

with us since 2010 when she served as our first registration coordinator.  

Currently she is working with 12 Volunteer Leads who represent over 150 

volunteers needed to be recruited just for the January event weekend. This is 

a team effort, so if you are a team player, and would like to volunteer, 

please reach out to Wendy here.  

Each month our Steering Team for Mission ConneXion Northwest meets to pray and plan for the Janu-
ary event.  We typically meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month from 9:00 to 11:00am at City Bible 
Church on Rocky Butte. We warmly welcome all like-minded, church-mission engaged believers 
to join us. This month we gather on Thursday, September 13th at 9:00am and I would like to introduce 
you to them! 
 
We look forward to making many more introductions in the weeks and months ahead, especially to 
people and opportunities that will engage you to ends you never thought possible. More on this sooné  

https://www.medicalmissions.com/organizations/helimission-international
http://missionconnexion.com/exhibit-info/
https://www.send.org/usa
http://missionconnexion.com/workshop-proposal/
http://missionconnexion.com/volunteer/
http://citybiblechurch.org/rockybutte/
http://citybiblechurch.org/rockybutte/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mission-connexion-northwest-2019-registration-48544065607


Our purpose is to CHALLENGE students, ages 10-20, to give their life for a CAUSE that is greater than 

anything they may have previously thought of or imagined.  The CAUSE is the proclamation of the gospel 

of JESUS CHRIST to the whole world. We are intentionally seeking out students who are ready to go far 

beyond anything their iPhones, XBoxes, girlfriends, boyfriends, sports, clubs or even their college plans 

could ever offer them!  The CHALLENGE is for students to live an Acts 1:8 lifestyle.  

 

Student ConneXion - November 2 -3, 2018  

Student ConneXion will sponsor events that will CHALLENGE students to live an Acts 1:8 lifestyle by: 

1. DISCUSSING the spiritual needs of the world around us (Romans 3:23) 

2. EDUCATING students in how God uses missions to meet these spiritual needs (Acts 13-28) 

3. CONNECTING students to the countless ways/opportunities in which they can actively participate in 

   the mission field throughout the world today (Matthew 28:16-20) 

4. KNOWING that God uses discipleship as the means of getting You(th) on mission for Him (Matthew 

   4:19-20) 

éor as we like to call it: D.E.C.K. 

 

Find out more information and register at StudentConneXion.org! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/student-connexion-created-for-change-mission-conference-tickets-42340392253
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/student-connexion-created-for-change-mission-conference-tickets-42340392253


Getting to Know You  
An interview with Crystal McGowen, Mission Connexionõs new assistant 

We are so excited to welcome Crystal McGowen to Mission ConneXion to fill the role of Executive Admin 

Assistant / Event Coordinator! Iôve asked her to answer a few questions so that you can get to know her a 

bit more . 

 

What compelled you to apply to this position and how have your past experiences prepared 
you for this role? 

God called me to mission work when I was 18, and since then I have always sought to be a part of what 
God is doing among unreached people groups.  My husband and I served as missionaries in Africa for a 
couple of years, and then God sent us to the UK for two years, with a business as mission focus. While I 
definitely have a heart for the work that Mission Connexion does, Iôm also an experienced administrative 
assistant, having worked in a similar role at Peace Catalyst International, a peacemaking group that 
builds bridges between Christians and Muslims.  I really count it a joy to be working at Mission Connexion 
now and am eager to be a part of what God is doing here in the Pacific Northwest. 

When youôre not working at Mission Connexion, what do you do?  

My husband and I love to take our two girls, (ages 11 and 8) out exploring and hiking, and weôre thankful 
that we live in such a beautiful area that provides endless possibilities.  We like to invest in refugee 
families, so we spend time with our Iraqi neighbors as much as possible.  Iôm also a writer and an online 
Christian counselor and I love to use my gifts to help both the Church and the local international 
community. 

Is there anything we should know about you that others may find interesting that you have not 
shared?  

I am very excited about this yearôs 2019 conference.  Iôve had the privilege of serving alongside our 
keynote speaker, Nik Ripken, while living overseas and I can testify first hand how life changing and 
impactful his message is.  And, while I donôt know Heather Mercer personally, I was a student at Baylor 
when she was rescued and I remember being there at the BU stadium, rejoicing with our community at all 
that God had done.  Itôs going to be an amazing event and I am so hopeful for all that God will do this 
year through Mission Connexion 2019. 

Thank you, Crystal, and welcome to Mission Connexion!  

 

How a Revolutionary Prayer Can Make You a World Changer  

By Dr. Rick Love  

When I was a young leader one of my favorite 
sayings was, ñThere are three kinds of people: 
those who make things happen, those who 
watch things happen, and those who wonder 
what happened.ò 

Of course I wanted to be the one who would 
make things happen. 

One of my favorite questions to ask friends and 
colleagues was, ñWhat are you doing to change 
the world?ò  

click HERE to continue reading... 
Photo by Ben White on Unsplash  

https://www.peacecatalyst.org/
https://www.peacecatalyst.org/blog/2016/8/10/how-a-revolutionary-prayer-can-make-you-a-world-changer
https://unsplash.com/photos/9emAQvCJQ4c?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/prayer?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Have questions or suggestions? 

Contact Mission ConneXion.         

 Like, share, and subscribe online 

Mission ConneXion is proud to be a 
member of ECFA. Your tax 
deductible donation to Mission 
ConneXion allows us to 
continue to bring high 
quality education and 
networking opportunities 
to all of our events.   

Mission ConneXion exists to connect local churches and individuals to mission so that increasing numbers 

of believers are actively serving in areas of the worldôs greatest need and opportunity.  

Upcoming Events You Donõt Want to Miss! 

 

 

 

 

God uses Urbana to reveal his glory and call gen-

erations to surrender to Christôs lordship. Urbana 

is a sacred space where students find calling and 

joining the Lordôs global mission whether across 

campus, zip codes, or the world. During this five-

day conference, participants engage in a kaleido-

scope of experiences including 16,000-person 

worship sessions, Bible exposition, messages and 

seminars, manuscript Bible studies, testimonies 

from the global church, and prayer ministry.  
December 27-31, 2018 

St. Louis, MO 
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George Fox University, in partnership with the schoolôs William 

Penn Honors Program, invites you to a powerful address by 

Gabe Lyons, coauthor of Good Faith (2016), unChristian (2007) 

and the author of The Next Christians (2010), a manifesto for 

how Christians can faithfully lead in a changing culture.  

Join us as Lyons presents ñFaithfulness in the Age of Distraction,ò a talk that will pierce through your scattered, fran-

tic day-to-day ï the too-tight schedules, the looming deadlines, the constant technological buzz ï everything that 

has become a barrier to your relationship with God and others. Youôll come away with new tools and a refreshed 

perspective on what it takes to live out the gospel in our modern world.  

Registration for Mission Connexion 2019 is now open.  
CLICK HERE 

TO       

RESGISTER 

http://missionconnexion.com/contact/
https://www.facebook.com/MissionConneXion/
http://www.youtube.com/user/missionconnexion
https://twitter.com/missionconnxion
https://www.sagepayments.net/sagenonprofit/shopping_cart/forms/donate.asp?M_id=973142937433
https://urbana.org/

